3.1. Federatia Industriilor Europene a Constructiilor

Ulrich Paetzold
Director general FIEC

3C

First of all, on behalf of the FIEC President, Mrs. Luisa Todini, the Steering Committee and
the FIEC Member Federations, | would like to present our cordial congratulations on the
occasion of the 20" anniversary of our Romanian Member Federation ARACO!

As early as June 1995, ARACO has joined FIEC and has now already 15 years of
membership and experience in FIEC! A further special anniversary to be mentioned,
because over these years, thanks to the personal involvement of personalities such as
ARACO's Presidents Petro Cmit, Alexandru Dobre, Marcel Florescu and over the last years
Laurentiu Plosceanu, all assisted by competent contractors and members of staff, the
Romanian Contractors have tackled the challenges and opportunities linked to the new
developments and the EU rules on the Internal Market.

Initially, ARACO participation concentrated on the FIEC group “Central & Eastern European
Countries”, intended to assist our colleagues from the "candidate countries" (as they were
called at the time) in their preparations for the future EU membership. This shows that the
European construction industry has not passively waited for things to happen, but actively
contributed to the developments.

Indeed, the EU enlargement process has been THE major event during these years, with
Romania joining the European Union in January 2007!

Always insisting on the mutual respect for EU and national legislation, we would like to thank
ARACO, our Romanian Member Federation, for its involvement in actively supporting
numerous key issues for our sector at EU level, among others:

. reduced VAT rate on all building works to promote jobs and growth;
. calls for investment in infrastructure to secure long term EU and national growth;
. development of Social partnership in Construction

One of the most concrete and recent examples of ARACO’s direct involvement in this
specific social aspect in our sector, has been the Conference promoting the development of
paritarian social funds held in Bucharest 19" — 20" October 2010, which took place at the
request of ARACO. This initiative of the European Social Partners FIEC and EFBWW was
financially supported by the European Commission and organized in collaboration with AEIP
(European Association of Social Paritarian Funds). The committed involvement of our
colleagues from ARACO in the preparation and the organisation definitely laid the
foundations for the success of the event which was attended by more than 150 participants
from 26 different countries.

We look forward to further positive developments in the Romanian construction industry
which will facilitate the continued fruitful cooperation with our Romanian colleagues for the
benefit of our sector at both national and European levels!

We wish ARACO and its contractor members all the best on the occasion of this
anniversary. ARACO vivat, crescat, floreat!
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Tnainte de toate, n numele doamnei Luisa TODINI, presedinta FIEC, al
Comitetului director si al federatiillor membre ale FIEC , as dori sa va
transmit felicitarile noastre cordiale cu prilejul aniversarii a 20 de ani a
ARACO, membra noastra din Romania !

Tnca din iunie 1995 ARACO s-a alaturat FIEC si acum sunt deja 15 ani
de statut de membru si experienta in cadrul FIEC. Aceasta este o alta
aniversare care trebuie mentionata pentru ca, de-a lungul acestor ani,
datorita implicarilor personale a unor personalitati cum sunt presedintii
ARACO Petru Cmit, Alexandru Dobre, Marcel Florescu si, pentru ultimii
ani, Laurentiu Plosceanu, toti asistati de antreprenori competenti si



membri ai staffului, antreprenorii din Romania au dat piept cu
provocarile si oportunitatile generate de noile dezvoltari si de regulile
comunitare ale Pietei Interne.

Initial, participarea ARACO s-a concentrat pe grupul FIEC al tarilor
central si est europene, Tn intentia noastra de a asista colegii din tarile
candidate ( asa cum erau numite atunci ) in pregatirea acestora pentru
viitorul statut de membru al UE. Aceasta arata ca industria europeana a
constructiilor nu a asteptat pasiva ca lucrurile sa se intample ci a
contribuit activ la dezvoltarile care s-au produs.

Intr-adevar, procesul de extindere a UE a fost evenimentul MAJOR din
acesti ani, Romania aderand la UE n ianuarie, 2007 !

Militand intotdeauna pentru respectarea reciproca a legislatiei comunitare
si nationale, dorim sa adresam multumiri ARACO, federatia membra din
Romania, pentru implicarea sa activa n sprijinirea unor teme cheie pentru
sectorul nostru la nivelul UE, mentionand dintre acestea:

o Reducerea nivelului TVA in sectorul de constructii pentru a
promova crestere economica si locuri de munca;

o Apeluri pentru investitii in infrastructura pentru a asigura crestere
nationala si comunitara pe termen lung;

o Dezvoltarea parteneriatului social Tn constructii.

Unul dintre cele mai concrete si recente exemple de implicare a ARACO
n aspectele sociale specifice sectorului a fost Conferinta de promovare a
dezvoltarii fondurilor sociale paritare desfasurata la Bucuresti in 19-
20.10.2010 si care a avut loc la solicitarea ARACO ! Aceasta initiativa a
partenerilor sociali europeni FIEC si EFBWW a fost sprijinita financiar de
catre Comisia Europeana si organizata in colaborare cu AEIP ( Asociatia
Europeana a Institutiilor Paritare ). Implicarea devotata a colegilor nostri
din ARACO in pregitirea si organizarea evenimentului a contribuit
semnificativ la baza succesului evenimentului la care au participat mai
mult de 150 de participanti din 26 de tari diferite.

Asteptam n continuare noi dezvoltari pozitive in sectorul de constructii
din Roménia care sa faciliteze continuarea colaborarii fructuoase cu
colegii din Romania in beneficiul sectorului de constructii atat la nivel
national cat si European !

Uram ARACO si antreprenorilor sai toate cele bune cu prilejul acestei
aniversari !
Vivat, crescat, floreat ARACO !
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